
Since 1940Since 1940

April 2022

ACT LOCALLY, THINK GLOBALLY

FIVE QUESTIONS TO ASK 
YOUR HOME INSPECTOR

 THE POWER BEHIND YOUR 
POWER: LINEWORKER 

APPRECIATION DAY IS APRIL 11

WE SALUTE
OUR LINEWORKERS

APPRECIATION DAY IS APRIL 11APRIL 11



www.piercepepin.coop     April 2022

Nate Boettcher, President and CEO

MY CO-OP

15

As I write this article for April, the snow is melting 
but if I wait just long enough there’s a chance it 
will start snowing again. I hope it’s not a sign of 

things to come, but rather winter’s last gasp of holding on to 
white covered fi elds and lawns. By this time, most of us are 
ready to enjoy warmer temperatures. Depending on how the 
next few weeks pan out, we may be starting to think about 
raking the lawn, cleaning up winter’s mess, or indulging in 
April showers. If you are looking for a reason to get out of 
the house, a reminder 
that our annual meeting 
will be on April 5 with 
registration and a picnic 
supper starting at 5 
p.m. If you are unable 
to attend, the event 
will be livestreamed on 
YouTube; a link will be 
provided on our website 
prior to the meeting.

Broadband Update   Many of you have inquired on 
the status of our Phase 1 broadband project. We had hoped 
to be closing out Phase 1 by this time. We still have work 
to do but each day we make progress including connecting 
our 25th customer the fi rst week of March. Work started in 
December for Phase 2. I would be remiss if I didn’t tell you 
that it’s hard for me to think about Phase 2 before Phase 1 
is completed, but a key to our Phase 2 success is getting an 
earlier start.  
 A new contractor has been selected for Phase 2. We are 
excited to partner with this new entity and believe they will 
do a great job for us in Phase 2. In March, our contractor 
Osmose started doing make-ready engineering. You may 
see their trucks in and around the service area. They will be 
reviewing pole quality, line clearances and reviewing work 
that needs to be completed ahead of fi ber being attached to 
poles. The make-ready construction crew has also started 
their work. If your area is impacted by any of this work, we 
will attempt to notify you ahead of time. Lastly, a project 
status update can be found at www.piercepepin.coop/
project-status. Here information will be provided about 
project areas and will be updated every 1–2 weeks.

Large Business of the Year   PPCS was nominated 
and selected for the Ellsworth Chamber of Commerce 

Large Business of the Year. We are very humbled by this 
award.The Chamber recognized PPCS for its contributions 
to the community and in particular the work that has been 
done with broadband. This is a testament to the employees, 
directors, and members of PPCS. Our mission of helping 
our members Live Better provides us a great road map for 
the work we do. Our team was able to accept this award at 
an awards banquet in February. We are proud of this, but we 
know there is much to do to complete our mission.  

Look Up, Look Down and Around   It’s that 
time of year when machinery and heavy equipment will 
be in the fi elds and roadways. Last year, several members 
caused outages that in large part could have been prevented.  
Machinery and equipment contacting poles and wires is a 
major safety hazard. Not only does it put the operator in 
jeopardy, but it also means that many others lose power as 
well. Things constantly change; take a minute to observe 
your surroundings and ask yourself whether it’s possible to 
cause damage to electric or fi ber infrastructure. Am I willing 
to put my life at risk to save a couple of seconds? 
 Generally, members are responsible for damage they 
cause, but more importantly, we want to ensure that every 
one of our members and employees gets home safely each 
night. Let’s set a new standard: ZERO member-caused 
outages in 2022.
 Lastly, we wish you a happy Easter and a warm Spring.  
We continue to be excited about the opportunities to serve 
our members. If you ever have a question, comment, or 
concern, please contact our offi ce and we will work to 
resolve it for you.

SPRING 
HAPPENINGS
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You’ve likely noticed PPCS crews out and about, 
working on power lines and other electrical equipment 
in our community. It’s no secret that a line worker’s 

job is tough; it’s a job that’s essential and must be done, often 
in challenging conditions. We will celebrate Line Worker 
Appreciation Day on April 11. It’s a chance for us to focus 
on their unique skills and commitment to a job that is both 
challenging and rewarding.

The work can be physically demanding. 
Line workers are required to climb utility poles 
ranging anywhere from 30 to 120 feet tall, 
carrying equipment and tools that can weigh up 
to 50 pounds. That’s the same as carrying six 
gallons of water. 

Line workers must be committed to their career––because 
it’s not just a job, it’s a lifestyle. The long hours and ever-
present danger can truly take a toll. In fact, being a line worker 
is listed in the top 10 most dangerous jobs in the United States. 

Line workers often work non-traditional hours, outdoors in 
difficult conditions. While the job does not require a college 
degree, it does require technical skills, years of training, and 
hands-on learning. Becoming a journeyman line worker can 
take more than 7,000 hours of training (or about four years). 

Working with high-voltage equipment requires specialized 
skills, experience, and an ongoing mental toughness. Shortcuts 
are not an option, and there is no room for error in this work. 

Despite the many challenges, PPCS’ line workers are 
committed to powering our local community. During severe 
weather events that bring major power outages, line workers 
are among the first ones called. They must be ready to leave 

the comfort of their home and families 
unexpectedly, and they don’t return until 
the job is done, often days later. That’s why 
the line worker’s family is also dedicated to 
service. They understand the importance of the 
job to the community.

Line workers are essential to the life of 
our community. Without their exceptional dedication and 
commitment, we simply would not have the reliable electricity 
that we need for everyday life. 

The next time you see a line worker, please thank them for 
the work they do to keep power flowing, regardless of the time 
of day or weather conditions. Afterall, line workers are the 
power behind your power. Please join us as we recognize them 
on April 11 and follow “#ThankALineworker” on social media 
to see how others are recognizing line workers. 

Line Worker 
Appreciation 

Day is April 11

THE POWER BEHIND YOUR POWER

Dan Jensen and wife Gina Austin Manore and Huck

Sheldon Johnson and 
granddaughter Addy

Derrick Peterson with his children 
Brayden, Addison, and Delaney

Joe Marcks

Greg Falde with his children Ty (left), 
Katie, and Benny

Brady Schommer with �ancé 
Alyssa Filkins

Aaron Langer and 
daughter Lennin
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Maintaining our electric distribution system is the most 
important—and a costly—component of providing 
safe, reliable electric service. Distribution system 

improvements, upgrades, and maintenance plans for 2022 are 
consistent with our Power Delivery Plan, satisfy code requirements, 
and support our reliability performance objectives. 

Construction Projects
690th Avenue - River Falls Township

A system upgrade project is scheduled starting at County Road O 
and west 3.5 miles to the intersection of County Road E. This project 
will replace the existing single-phase overhead lines with new three-
phase underground cable. This project was identified during a power 
delivery plan due to age and condition and to better balance load.
Broadband Phase 2 make ready work

Osmose Engineering and Tjader Highstrom will be performing 
work on exiting lines to accept fiber optic cables for broadband. This 
will consist of pole replacements and moving equipment on poles for 
proper clearances. Work will be done in the Phase 2 area. This work 
will start mid-March and continue through the summer. 

Vegetation management program
Throughout 2022, trees and brush will be cleared from within 

40 feet of 209 miles of power lines (20 feet on each side) in the 
towns of River Falls, Martell, Trimbelle in Pierce County and 
Kinnickinnic, Rush River in St. Croix County. In addition, 100 miles 
of re-sprouting trees and brush in the towns of Eau Galle, Gilman, 
Spring Lake, El Paso, Rock Elm, Salem, and Union townships 
will be treated with a safe, environmentally friendly herbicide. All 
members will be notified prior to work being performed.

2022 LINE 
IMPROVEMENT 

AND RELIABILITY 
PROJECTS
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Community Corner
The board of PPCS’ charitable foundation, Pierce 
Pepin Cares, met on February 4 to review and 
approve grant requests. Pierce Pepin Cares is funded 
by PPCS members through Operation Round Up® and 
with direct donations. 

Educational grants were also awarded through Federated Youth 
Foundation, which is funded through unclaimed patronage capital.

Basics for Local Kids was awarded $2,500 to assist 
in purchasing winter wear for children and emergency 
necessities for children in crisis. Pictured are Jay 
Nesseth, PPCS member relations manager, and Kim 
Johnson, BLK executive director.

A grant for $1,000 was 
awarded to Ellsworth E3 
Community Development 
Corp. to assist in 
furnishing and buying 
supplies for the new 
collaborative community 
suite. Pictured are Jay 
Nesseth, PPCS member 
relations manager, 

and Angie Whelan, trustee with the 
Ellsworth E3 board of trustees.

Our Neighbor’s Place 
received $1,500 to 

purchase fuel-only gas 
cards to assist clients 

with transportation needs. 
Pictured are Shelly 

Smith, ONP program 
coordinator (left), and 
Charity Lubich, PPCS 
vice president, member 

relations and human 
resources.

Brad Ristow, PPCS 
vice president, electric 

operations (right) 
presented a check for 

$1,500 to technical 
education instructors 

Julie Winegar, Kasey 
Bass, and Rob Heller. 

The funds will be 
used to purchase a 
Lincoln Thunderbolt 

stick welder.

Mary Cormican, St. 
Francis School principal, received a check 
for $2,850 from Brad Ristow, PPCS vice 
president, electric operations, for the 
purchase of materials to enhance STEM 
education.
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