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Bu� alo County

Bu� alo County
Public Health Department
407 South 2nd Street
Alma WI, 54610
(608) 685-4412
https://www.bu� alocounty.
com/511/Vaccine-Inter-
est-Form

Transportation Services 
for Elderly and Disabled

MJ Transportation 
Services
(507) 429-8902
https://mj-
transportation-services.
business.site/?utm_
source=gmb&utm_
medium=referral

Aging and Disability 
Resource Center of 
Bu� alo and Pepin 
Counties
(866) 578-2372
https://www.dhs.
wisconsin.gov/adrc/
consumer/bu� alo.htm

MTM, Inc.
(866) 907-1493
https://www.dhs.
wisconsin.gov/nemt/
index.htm

Pepin County

Pepin County 
Health Department
740 7th Ave W
Durand, WI 
(715) 672-5961
https://www.co.pepin.wi.us/
index.asp?SEC=B2DD7216-
4847-43E4-8194-54931F2D-
07C0&Type=B_BASIC

Transportation Services 
for Elderly and Disabled

Aging and Disability 
Resource Center of 
Bu� alo and Pepin 
Counties
(866) 578-2372
https://www.dhs.
wisconsin.gov/adrc/
consumer/bu� alo.htm

MTM, Inc.
(866) 907-1493
https://www.dhs.
wisconsin.gov/nemt/
index.htm

Pierce County

Pierce County Public Health
364 N Maple St
Ellsworth, WI
(844) 684-1064
https://covid-piercecounty-
wi.hub.arcgis.com

Transportation Services 
for Elderly and Disabled

Aging and Disability 
Resource Center of Pierce 
County
(877) 273-0804
https://www.dhs.
wisconsin.gov/adrc/
consumer/pierce.htm

MTM, Inc.
(866) 907-1493
https://www.dhs.
wisconsin.gov/nemt/
index.htm

St. Croix County

St. Croix County Public 
Health Department
1752 Dorset Ln
New Richmond, WI
(715) 246-8263
https://sccwi.gov/982/
COVID-19-Vaccine

Transportation Services 
for Elderly and Disabled

Midwest Ridesource
(715) 796-7433
https://www.
midwestridesource.com/

Where can I get a COVID vaccination?

New Richmond 
Shared-Ride Taxi
(715) 246-2226
http://runninginc.net/
new-richmond-transit/

Logisticare
866-907-1493 
https://www.logisticare.
com/members-families

New Freedom 
Transportation 
Call Center
(800) 228-3287 
http://cilww.com/
transportation-services/

Aging and Disability 
Resource Center of 
St. Croix County
(800) 372-2333
https://www.dhs.
wisconsin.gov/adrc/
consumer/stcroix.htm

MTM, Inc.
(866) 907-1493
https://www.dhs.
wisconsin.gov/nemt/
index.htm

I got vaccinated because…

I’m vaccinated because I love my family and leaving them 
wondering why just doesn’t cut it for me. I will not let them 
down, ever and that means giving them my very best every day.  
– Dee Fox, Safety Coordinator, Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services

Questions about 
the vaccine? Call the 

Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services 

TOLL-FREE COVID 
vaccination hotline at 

844-684-1064. And 
remember, COVID 

vaccinations 
are FREE!
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We kick off National 
Cooperative Month in October 
by discussing one of the most 

important pieces of the cooperative, our 
board of directors. The board of directors 

is a group of nine members who are elected and represent 
our membership. Each year, the cooperative members vote 
on three director positions at our annual meeting for three-
year terms. The current board of PPCS is a diverse group 
of individuals. Of the nine directors, we have both men and 
women across a wide range of ages; some are retired while 
others are very much in the thick of their careers. We have 
farmers, fi nancial consultants, former educators, and engineers 
to name a few. Our directors help provide the necessary 
leadership to our cooperative, ensuring our members’ needs 
are being addressed by the cooperative.   
  I’ve often thought it takes a special person to serve on 
a board, especially an electric cooperative board. “I never 
realized what it takes to get electricity to my home” is one of 
the fi rst things we hear from newly elected board members.  
There are opportunities to learn about the industry as well 
as focused training on ensuring good governance by the 
board. They attend monthly meetings, follow up on emails 
and member inquiries, review monthly reports, and stay on 
top of industry news. Our board puts in a fair amount of time 
to ensure the cooperative runs effectively. One of the most 
important things our board does is review the strategy of the 
cooperative to ensure it aligns with the needs of the member. 
  Most of the time our staff is focused on operational work.  
However, we carve out time each year to focus on strategy 
and align it with our cooperative and division goals. We use a 
version of the Kaplan Norton Balanced Scorecard. Combined 
with our #Drive25 metrics, our strategy map is our compass 
but within that we try to focus on key areas each year. Our 
2022 strategy includes the following three areas: 

• Provide Connected Solutions 
• Enhance the Member Experience 
• Invest in Strategic Partnerships 

  These are meant to be big picture statements, but within 
each area there are focused items for our staff to execute 
upon. If we do these things well, we will accomplish our 
strategy and overarching goal of providing reliable, safe, and 
affordable energy. Even more so, we will enable our members 
to Live Better. In the coming months, you will see us begin 
to execute on these items. Our commitment to broadband is 
a shining example of providing connected solutions, but we 
believe there is more we can do, and our members will begin 
to see this take shape. 
  During October, we celebrate Co-op Month across the 
nation. Our board has played a vital role in ensuring our 
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Nate Boettcher, 
President and CEO

BOARD GOVERNANCE
AND STRATEGY

cooperative gives our members a reason to celebrate. This 
starts with good governance and executing strategy. If you are 
interested in learning more about being on the board, please 
join us on October 19 for an informational session. Please 
RSVP by calling the offi ce ahead of time. 
  A couple of last notes as we round out our October 
update: We would like to wish Jeff Olson, our former VP of 
engineering and operational technology, best of luck in his 
future endeavors. After more than 30 years, Jeff has accepted 
the CEO position at Price Electric Cooperative in Phillips, 
Wisconsin. Jeff has been instrumental in many projects over 
the years and even more recently has focused on our AMI 
metering, distributed generation, and many of the technology 
needs of the cooperative.   
  Lastly, we continue to move forward delivering fi ber to 
our members. The project has ramped up considerably over 
the past couple of weeks. If you have not signed up, please 
do at www.swiftcurrent.coop. In the next couple of months, 
crews will be scheduling installations with homeowners. 
While some may want to wait and see how the service works, 
we are encouraging all Phase I members to sign up while we 
have contract crews available. As we move out of Phase I, it’s 
unlikely we will have crews available to readily perform new 
drops/installations until later this spring. Members who take 
service now will receive a reduced installation fee, and if you 
are not completely happy with the service, there are no long-
term contracts. Sign up, get connected, and enjoy the benefi ts 
of fi ber to the home. 
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Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News16

In 2020, PPCS took ownership 
of a one-acre lot from Dairyland 
Power Cooperative in the Ellsworth 

Business Park. The lot was too small 
for uses like constructing a building, 
so PPCS staff sought other options. It 
turns out the lot was the perfect size to 
create a natural area to support habitat 
for pollinators and other insects and be 
available for the public to enjoy.
 “Our project is a pollinator meadow,” 
said David Chavie, PPCS engineering 
technician. “It’s a bigger scale than a 
typical garden and it’s not going to be 
planted in rows; everything is going to 
be allowed to grow where it wants to 
grow.”
 Creating the meadow has been a 
multi-step process and involved many 
PPCS employees. Chavie took charge of 
planning the meadow, and initial plans 
called for planting seeds in the spring 
of 2021. Mother Nature had other plans 
and provided a wet, cold spring, so 
planting was delayed until fall of 2021.
 The fi eld had been used as an 
agricultural fi eld with alpha cut and 
baled a couple of times per year by a 
local farmer. Prior to the start of the 
project, the farmer did one last cut of the 

ABOUT OUR NEW POLLINATOR MEADOW

Buzzing

Derrick Peterson, lineworker, and Tyler Bee, seasonal worker, installed the sign 
designating the meadow as our Monarch Powering Station.

BuzzingBuzzingBuzzing
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fi eld. Then PPCS mowed lower than 
the farmer was cutting. There is also a 
hill on the lot that was diffi cult to clear, 
requiring hand work and use of a weed 
whip.
 Next, weed killer was sprayed on 
the lot and after a few more weeks the 
lot was tilled. After the tilling a sign 
was installed and another application 
of weed killer was applied. The weeds 
will be sprayed one more time and at 
the end of the growing season all weed 
seeds will be exhausted. 
 “Broadcasting the pollinator 
meadow seeds will be tricky,” said 
Chavie. “We don’t want to spread them 
too early because we don’t want them 
to sprout. We want them to go dormant 
under the snow and naturally sprout 
next spring.”
 Pollinators are essential to the food 
chain in our community. They bring 
us one out of every three bites of food. 
They also sustain our ecosystems by 
helping plants reproduce. Pollinators 
are responsible for bringing us:

  countless fruits, vegetables, 
and nuts,

  ½ of the world’s oils, fi bers, 
and raw materials,

  preventing soil erosion,

  and increasing carbon 
sequestration.

 “This project fi ts with our 
overall goals to be environmentally 
responsible,” said Chavie. “It will help 
protect all pollinators, but especially the 
Monarch butterfl y that could eventually 
be named an endangered species.”
 We’ll be watching and waiting this 
coming spring to see how the plants 
take off in the pollinator meadow. We 
hope everyone in the community will 
be watching with us.
Contributing Source:  Pollinator.org

Dan Jensen used a tractor and tiller to 
work up the ground in preparation for 
planting the pollinator seeds.

  

  ½ of the world’s oils, fi bers, 

  preventing soil erosion,

  and increasing carbon 
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Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News16b

It seems like just yesterday PPCS held its launch event for 
SwiftCurrent Connect. In the last two months, there’s been 
a strong undercurrent of activity to begin building this 

high-speed fi ber internet company.
 Contractors came in and started preparing the Beldenville 
and El Paso substations for the communications huts in late 
July. The huts were delivered and installed on September 1. In 
mid-August, PPCS received deliveries of reels of fi ber, stakes, 
and electronics for the communications huts.  
 At the end of August, contractors from Davey Resource 
Group arrived to survey the electric infrastructure in Phase 
I area. They worked their way through our system taking 
measurements, heights, clearances, and the condition of poles 
to make sure they are ready for the fi ber being hung on the 
poles. They used GPS to place each pole on a map and took 
detailed notes about the pole.   
 Installation contractors arrived on September 13 and began 
plowing in the underground fi ber. They are working seven 
days a week and plan to begin working on overhead lines in 
October.
 Learn more about the construction process and services 
offered at www.swiftcurrent.coop.

CONSTRUCTION IS ON A
SWIFT PACE
AT SWIFTCURRENT

Below: Christian Brown 
and Kyle Shomin, of Davey 

Resource Group, worked 
their way through PPCS 

rights-of-way taking GPS 
coordinates, surveying, 
and measuring poles in 

preparation for installation of 
� ber optic cable.

Left: Fiber optic cable and other 
equipment began arriving in August.

Below: Todd Olson, operations 
administrator, received a shipment of � ber 
markers.

Below left: Communication huts were 
installed at the Beldenville and El Paso 
substations on September 1.
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Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News16d

Hunting is a great tradition passed down from 
generation to generation. It’s cherished time spent 
with family and friends, but it’s also an important 

time to share critical safety practices in addition to skills with 
a bow or gun. PPCS lineworkers, many of whom are hunters, 
see the damage and danger that can be caused when hunters 
shoot at electric equipment.
 “I remember getting called to a home once when a mom 
was scared that the power lines were going to drop on their 
house,” said lineman Greg Falde. “That wire was shot to 
pieces. Turned out her son was shooting birds off the wire. We 
were splicing it all over.”
 “I’ve seen a few times where arrows are stuck into the wire 
and poles, too,” said lineman Joe Marcks. “It doesn’t happen 
all the time, but we do see damage.”
 Falde and Marcks encourage hunters to use basic safety 
practices like only shoot when you know what you’re aiming 
at. “You don’t shoot at stuff you’re not trying to destroy,” said 
Falde. Marcks added that he’s seen tree stands that are either 
on our poles or put up too close to our lines. 
 “I’ve seen shacks that are put up just a few feet from our 
neutral,” said Marcks, “and that is really dangerous.” 
 It’s tempting to put tree stands in rights-of-way, but these 
are poor locations from an electrical safety standpoint. “They 

GIVE SAFETY A SHOT 
WHEN PREPARING FOR HUNTING

make great shooting lanes because all the brush is cleared 
out,” said Marcks, “but it is way too dangerous to be that close 
to power lines.”
 Marcks and Falde urge hunters to take these additional 
safety steps from Safe Electricity:

• Before leaving for a hunting trip, make sure that 
you have safety items to signal for help in case of an 
emergency. Always carry emergency supplies in the 
event of an accident. A cell phone, whistle, and flashlight 
are necessary items to carry with you throughout a 
hunting trip.

• Never shoot nearby power lines or other electrical 
equipment. A single shot can cause vast damage to the 
electrical system. Damage to electrical equipment can 
result in power interruptions and physical risks to those 
nearby.  

Lineworker Greg Falde and daughter Katie with her �rst turkey.

Lineworker Joe Marcks shared his 10-point buck 
with his son Wyatt.
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• Note the location of power lines and other electrical 
equipment before you begin a hunt. Be especially careful 
and observant in wooded areas where power lines are 
easy to overlook.  

• Obey all signs or postings that advise electrical safety, 
especially when selecting the location for a tree stand.  
Tree stands are the leading cause for hunting injuries.  
If you are using a tree stand, make sure you read the 
manufacturer’s instructions and inspect the stand for 
wear before use.  

• Never use power poles to support a tree stand. Look for 
an ideal tree for your stand, one that is sturdy and alive.  
While going up to the stand, keep at least three points of 
contact while you climb.  

• When setting up and taking down the stand, make sure 
you do not contact any overhead electrical equipment.  

• If you are using a portable electrical generator on 
your hunting trip, make sure that you do not run it in a 
confi ned area. Do not use it inside a cabin or RV. Make 
sure that it is used outside.

 For more information about electrical safety, visit 
SafeElectricity.org.

Three $1,000 scholarships will be awarded 
by PPCS to high school seniors graduating in 
spring 2022. Details about the scholarship and 
application instructions are on our website, 
www.piercepepin.coop, under My Community. 
Applications must be postmarked by December 
17, 2021. For more information, contact Charity 
Lubich at 715-273-4355, 800-924-2133, ext. 151, 
or clubich@piercepepin.coop.

HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS:

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE

ELECTRICAL SAFETY  TIPS FOR HUNTERS
This hunting season, we encourage all members to be aware of electrical equipment and 
take necessary precautions while hunting. Keep these safety tips in mind as you enjoy the 
great outdoors.

Take notice of posted warning 
signs and keep clear of electrical 
equipment.

Do not shoot at or near power lines 
or insulators.

Know where power lines and 
equipment are located on the land 
where you hunt.

Be especially careful in wooded 
areas where power lines may not be 
as visible.

Do not place deer stands on utility 
poles or climb poles. Energized 
lines and equipment can conduct 
electricity to anyone who comes in 
contact with them, causing shock 
or electrocution.

Do not place decoys on power lines 
or other utility equipment. Any 
non-electrical equipment attached 
to a pole can pose an obstruction 
and serious hazards to our line 
crews.
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W7725 U.S. Highway 10, P.O. Box 420
Ellsworth, WI 54011-0420

715-273-4355 • 800-924-2133
info@piercepepin.coop • www.piercepepin.coop

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
Offi ce Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Power Outages and Emergencies: 800-927-5705
Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News18

Nate Boettcher, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass
District 3 ..............Brian Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph Bacon
District 5 ..............Ann Young
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman
District 8 ..............Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
District 9 ..............Daniel Reis

If you are thinking about installing a new service or modifying your 
existing service from overhead to underground, contact our operations 
department as soon as possible. 

Once the cold weather arrives and frost sets in, usually by November 15, 
PPCS cannot guarantee completion of any underground work.

Deadline for 
underground 

service is 
NOVEMBER 15

Discover watt’s up with the Live 
Better Podcast. Available wherever 

you listen to podcasts or on our 
website, www.piercepepin.coop.
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