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Nate Boettcher, 
President and CEO

AN ANNUAL MEETING 
FOR THE RECORD BOOKS

On March 27, PPCS held our 
84th Annual Meeting and if 
we’ve learned nothing else from 

the past year, it’s be prepared for the 
unexpected. Last winter, the board of 

directors challenged our staff to accommodate our traditional 
placement of the annual meeting, only with a slight twist: 
have it outdoors and make it a drive-in event. The PPCS team 
put their collective heads together and came up with a plan to 
host it at the former Shopko parking lot in Ellsworth. A few 
bucket trucks, a fl atbed trailer and three canopies later, we 
built a stage and kicked off the festivities at 10 a.m. Even the 
rain held off until the very end, which was great planning by 
our team to have a shelter over our heads. Prior to the meeting, 
we did something else that was unique: We offered electronic 
voting. We saw approximately a 33% increase in voter turnout 
by allowing members to vote through SmartHub.   
  The members unanimously approved the bylaw additions 
and amendments that will make it easier in the future for PPCS 
to hold meetings electronically. In addition, three director 
seats were all fi lled by incumbent directors. We are glad to 
have Dan Reis, Brian Bergseng, and Roger Wiff back as 
directors serving their respective districts. The annual meeting 
also gives us a chance to refl ect upon last year’s fi nancials, 
which included a report from our auditor and the report of 

our $1.3 million margin in 2020 that will be returned to the 
co-op membership. During the meeting, Chairperson Roger 
Wiff commented on the Shift for Savings program and the 
incredible importance of reducing load during critical peak 
periods also known as load control.   
  I also had the opportunity to address the membership for 
the fi rst time and I have to say, I look forward to having more 
of our members participate in the annual meeting in the future.  
You can fi nd my comments posted in your SmartHub account 
under the My Documents section. The annual meeting is an 
important part of our governance and democratic process that 
we operate under as a cooperative. We look forward to seeing 
you in the future at an annual meeting. 

Newly elected directors Roger Wi� , Brian Bergseng, 
and Daniel Reis

PPCS employees greeted members, provided information packets and box lunches to everyone.  
Temps were cool, but we were fortunate the rain held o�  until the end of the meeting!

(Continued on following page)
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You’re invited to participate in the 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association’s

ELECTRICAL SAFETY POSTER CONTEST

CALLING ALL 
THIRD-GRADERS:

Submit an original poster supporting electrical safety to Pierce Pepin 
Cooperative Services by May 17, 2021, for a chance to win some great 
prizes! Top three winners receive $40, $30, and $25 respectively, with a 
$10 Dairy Queen gift card awarded to 10 runners-up, all courtesy of Pierce 
Pepin Cooperative Services! The top three posters will be entered into the 
statewide poster contest for a chance to win even more prizes:

1st place – Chromebook
2nd place – $100 Gift Card
3rd place – $75 Gift Card

Posters should be at least 
8.5x11 inches, but no 
larger than 11x14 inches.

Entries must include 
completed entry form and 
student’s name on the 
back of the poster.

Contact Pierce Pepin 
Cooperative Services or 
go to www.weca.coop for 
registration forms.

PPCS TO SPONSOR YOUTH 
TO  KAMP KENWOOD 
SUMMER CAMPS
PPCS will sponsor six campers, ages 8 
to 14, to the Wisconsin Farmers Union 
Kamp Kenwood on Lake Wissota near 
Chippewa Falls. All camp and mem-
bership fees are paid by PPCS.
 Children of PPCS electric members 
not sponsored in 2019 are eligible. 
Visit www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com 
or call 800-272-5531 for more infor-
mation. To register, contact the coop-
erative at 715-273-4355 (ext. 151) or 
clubich@piercepepin.coop.

  Lastly, I would like touch upon a couple of important items as we look forward 
to the summer. First and foremost, we want to remind our members to look up 
when moving equipment around and near our electric lines. This is also the time 
of year when many people begin digging for various projects. Calling the Diggers 
Hotline at 811 will not only save you from expensive repairs, but it can also save 
your life. In addition, this is the time of year where storms can become very severe. 
Take a few minutes now to add our outage number to your phone’s address book, 
800-927-5705. Members enrolled in SmartHub can also report outages through text 
messaging. Simply text OUT to 768482 and we will receive your outage. You can 
also text STATUS to see if you are currently in a known outage. Let’s all remember 
to stay safe out there and reduce injuries and outages. 
  Thank you for being a member. We hope you have a great rest of your spring 
and a wonderful summer. 

WRDN radio broadcast the 
meeting on FM 107.3. 

(Continued from page 15)
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PPCS members will receive their capital credit allocation 
notices in a new format in 2021. The notice will be inserted 
with your energy bill arriving in May or June. For members 
enrolled in paperless billing, the allocation notice will be avail-
able with your energy statement in SmartHub.
 An allocation determines each member’s share of the 
cooperative’s margin for a given year. Margins are allocated or 
assigned to members who purchased electricity from the coop-
erative during the year in which the margin was generated in 
proportion to the electrical sales for the year. Each member’s 
allocation is determined by his/her kilowatt-hour consump-
tion for the year. The co-op keeps a permanent record of each 
member’s capital credit account, which is where the allocated 
amount remains until it is paid or “retired.” 
 This notice usually is sent in April of each year. This is 
NOT a bill or bill credit applied to your account. 
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NEW PROCESS FOR 
CAPITAL CREDIT ALLOCATION NOTICES

With warmer weather, PPCS takes the opportunity to do 
many projects to maintain our system. We have contracted 
with Karcz Utility Services to perform underground cabinet 
inspections, which include clearing, cleaning, and testing.  
Inspections will be completed in part of Clifton and western 

Diamond Bluff 
townships. If you 
have questions 
about this work, 
please contact 
our operations 
department at 
715-273-4355 or 
800-924-2133.

UNDERGROUND CABINET INSPECTIONS 
BEGIN IN JUNE
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W7725 U.S. Highway 10, P.O. Box 420
Ellsworth, WI 54011-0420

715-273-4355 • 800-924-2133
info@piercepepin.coop • www.piercepepin.coop

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
Offi ce Hours: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Power Outages and Emergencies: 800-927-5705
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Nate Boettcher, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass
District 3 ..............Brian Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph Bacon
District 5 ..............Ann Young
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman
District 8 ..............Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
District 9 ..............Daniel Reis

Jay Nesseth,  Member Relations Manager

JAY TALKING…
Practice Safety 
When DIY-ing

These days many of us are spending more time at home 
and fi nding new, creative ways to enhance our living space. 
Tackling do-it-yourself (DIY) projects for the home can be 
fun and cost-effective, so why not roll up those sleeves and 
get started! Whether you’re painting the front door with a 
fresh hue or fi nally upgrading those patio lights, successfully 
completing a DIY home project is incredibly satisfying. But 
many of these projects do not come without risks. Since 
May is National Electrical Safety Month, it’s a good time to 
re-focus on completing DIY projects safely. Here are a few 
safety tips to keep in mind. 
• Start by selecting a designated work area. The amount 

of space you’ll need will depend on the size and scope of 
your project, but make sure you have adequate lighting and 
ventilation (if necessary). Required tools and equipment 
should be in your workspace and organized for easy access. 

• Personal protective equipment (PPE) is your friend.
We know you’re a pro but investing a few bucks in PPE 
is essential for most home projects. Stock up on safety 
goggles, dust masks, ear plugs (or noise reduction ear 
protectors), gloves, and any other kind of protection you’ll 
need for your project. Remember to wear appropriate 
clothing and shoes. (Ditch the sandals for this!)

• Work slowly and clean as you go. When you rush through 
a DIY project, you’ll likely end up with less desirable 
results than you intended, or worse, you could make a 
costly or dangerous mistake. Take your time and remember 
that you are in control of the project. You should also clean 
as you go to ensure a safer workspace. Pick up any scrap 
materials, tools that aren’t in use, and any tripping hazards. 

• Be cautious with power tools. Annually, 8% of 
electrocutions in the United States are attributed to 
improper use of power tools. The Electrical Safety 
Foundation International offers the following safety tips:

° Use ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) with every 
power tool to protect against electrical shock.

° Never use power tools near live electrical wires or water 
pipes.

° Use extreme caution when cutting or drilling into 
walls where electrical wires or water pipes could be 
accidentally touched or penetrated.

° If a power tool trips a safety device while in use, take 
the tool to a manufacturer-authorized repair center for 
service.

° Do not use power tools without the proper guards.

° When using a wet-dry vacuum cleaner or a pressure 
washer, be sure to follow the manufacturer’s instructions 
to avoid electrical shock.

 Remember, you should only tackle DIY home projects 
within your skill and comfort level. For projects that require 
extensive electrical work, we strongly recommend you hire a 
licensed, qualifi ed electrician for assistance. 
 To learn more about electrical safety, visit safeelectricity.org.
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