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Nate Boettcher, 
President and CEO

ANNUAL MEETING, 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
AND BROADBAND 

On Saturday, March 28, we’ll hold our annual 
meeting, one of the most important things we 
do as a cooperative. As part of this process, we 

conduct a business meeting, vote on bylaw changes, vote 
for directors, and present an update on the cooperative. This 
is an important part of cooperative principle number two, 
“Democratic Member Control.” I encourage you to take 
time out of your busy schedules to participate in this 
process. 
  Over the past month, I and other key leaders from our 
state, including our own board members, participated in 
the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association lobby days 
in Madison. This annual event provides us an opportunity 
to meet with our elected offi cials and discuss important 

items for our cooperative and 
industry. The state of broadband 
continues to be top of mind for 
the Wisconsin legislature. There is 
currently support for property tax 
exemption for telecom facilities and 
several other bills being introduced 
to help support the expansion of 
broadband.  

  Additionally, we’ve focused on developing a strategy 
to further extend high-speed internet into the PPCS service 
area in conjunction with regional telecoms. Some may ask 
why this is an important initiative for PPCS to take up on 
behalf of its members. Broadband has become a necessary 
part of our daily lives and it will only continue to enable 
our rural areas to thrive. The impact of high-speed access is 
transformative for our rural area, yet we continue to lag the 
rest of the country in deploying fi ber to the home. 
   Broadband allows us to connect with family and friends 
and allows small business to thrive. Our workforce is 
increasingly more mobile. As more people work from the 
home, the ability to have high-speed internet will only help 
bolster rural communities by allowing people to stay local. 
Broadband is often the number-one decision on location for 
people building or buying a house. Homes with broadband 
often attract a higher purchase price than those without 
access. Townships are impacted by lower home valuation, 
and the loss of population reduces the ability to in  uence 

in our state capitol. Lastly, the quality of education suffers 
when our rural students are unable to research or complete 
homework from home using the internet. 
  Our efforts are starting to produce results, but we have 
a long way to go. Expanding broadband access requires 
large expenditures of capital. The return on investment is 
not attractive to for profi t companies. In the past, telecoms 
have often been subsidized by providing dial tone for phone 
service or they could supplement their revenues by selling 
triple play services of data, voice, and television. Today, it’s 
about access to data, and creating the network to transport 
the data is expensive. Please look for opportunities to help 
us—whether it’s encouraging lawmakers to help expand 
broadband, participating in surveys, or continuing the 
conversation with friends and families. PPCS is helping to 
turn the  ywheel, but we need all members to be heard on 
this important topic. 

  Lastly, I wanted to let you know about an important 
ballot initiative. On April 7, residents of the 11 counties 
served by Chippewa Valley Technical College will be asked 
to vote on a referendum authorizing the college to reinvest 
in its campus, programs, and the community. Each of us 
benefi ts from the police offi cers, medical staff, welders, 
line workers, and trade workers who receive an education 
from CVTC. We encourage you to vote on this referendum 
knowing that it will only help continue to improve the 
quality of life here in western Wisconsin.    
 See you at our annual meeting, March 28 held at the 
Ellsworth High School at 10 a.m.

Broadband
has become a 
necessary part 
of our daily 
lives…
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WATT’S UP?
Inquiring Members 

Want to Know…
Q. Why does PPCS require documentation 
li e death certificates to ma e any chan es 
to an account/membership?

A. When you signed up to receive electric 
service from PPCS you became a member 
of our electric cooperative. While investor-
owned utilities return a portion of any profits 
back to their shareholders, electric co-ops 
operate to provide a service at cost. So, 
instead of returning excess funds, known 
as margins, to folks who might not live in 
the same region or even the same state as 
you do, PPCS allocates and periodically 
refunds member credits based on how 
much electricity you purchased during a 
year. These capital credits are considered 
a financial asset and, as such, PP S makes 
every effort to protect those assets, including 
requiring specific documentation to change 
account and membership information. If 
there are changes to your membership, 
through death, divorce, or other means, 
please contact one of our member relations 
representatives at 800-924-2133; they will be 
happy to walk you through the process.

 Watch your mail for an 
envelope with the words 
“Voting Ballot Enclosed” 
printed on the front that will 
arrive in early March. Inside 
you will find the 201  Annual 
Report, information about the 
director candidates for districts 
4, 5, and 6, and a mail-in ballot. 
 One of the advantages 
of co-op membership is 
democratic member control. 
You have a voice in the way your electric cooperative business is run, 
and you can exercise that right by voting for those who you think will 
best represent you on the board of directors.
 You can vote by mail or attend the annual meeting where you have 
an opportunity to meet the candidates and then cast your vote. Either 
way, use your voice and vote!
 The results of the election will be announced on annual meeting day 
after the voting has taken place.

2020 Director Candidates
District 4 Director Candidates
Towns of El Paso, Rock Elm, Salem,  .................... Joseph C. Bacon 
Spring Lake and Union in Pierce County

District 5
Town of Ellsworth in Pierce County ........................... Ann L. Young

District 6
Town of Trimbelle in Pierce County .........................Ginny L. Huber

WE NEED YOUR VOTES!

PPCSMarch2020.indd   2 2/17/20   12:30 PM



17www.piercepepin.coop        March 2020

PLUGGED IN

Jay Nesseth,  Member 
Relations Manager

JAY TALKING…

Spring is just around the corner, and 
you can practically smell the freshly 
cut grass. If you’re in the market to 
upgrade your lawn-care equipment, 
you may want to consider electric 
(or battery-powered) options.
Gas-powered lawn mowers and 

trimmers may be your go-to, but times they are a changin’. 
Electric lawn care equipment options are becoming more 
popular than ever, offering consumers faster charging times, 
longer battery life, and quieter, greener products compared to 
their gas-powered counterparts. Here are three ways you can 
electrify your lawn care this spring. 

Electric Lawn Mowers   Electric lawn mowers have come 
a long way over the last few years. Early models required 
corded connections, which were tricky to manage––but the 
cord has been cut. Newer cordless electric mowers are cer-
tainly more expensive than gas-powered mowers, but much 
of the upfront cost can be recovered since electricity is a less 
expensive fuel than gas, and electric engines generally require 
less maintenance than gas engines. Cordless electric mowers 
typically range from $200 to $500. 
 Electric mowers are suitable for most lawn-care needs, 
with batteries that typically require about one to two hours 
to fully charge, and most batteries can run for a full hour. 
That said, if you have a large yard (half an acre or larger), a 
gas-powered option may be best to suit your needs. 

Electric Trimmers   Cordless electric string trimmers are a 
great option for most lawns. Traditionally, like lawn mowers, 
string trimmers have typically been powered by gas. But new 
versions of electric trimmers are improving and are now con-
sidered worthy competitors of gas-powered models. 

Three ways to electrify your lawn care
 Cordless electric trimmers are much 
quieter and easier to use, but most batteries 
last about 30 to 45 minutes. So, if you have a 
lot of space to trim, you may want to consid-
er a back-up battery or plan to work in short 
bursts. If you’re interested in purchasing an 
electric trimmer, the main factors to consider 
are the battery’s life, charge time and power. 
Costs can vary depending on your needs, but 
you can fi nd a quality version for about $100. 

Electric Leaf Blowers   After cutting and trimming your 
lawn, you’ll need to clear off those walkways and patios for 
the fi nishing touch. If you don’t want to deal with the main
tenance of a gas-powered blower or the restraints of a corded 
blower, a cordless electric version is a great option.  
 Cordless electric leaf blowers are lightweight and easy 
to maneuver, but they don’t offer quite as much power as 
gas-powered and corded blowers. If your leaf-blowing needs 
are minimal, a cordless electric leaf blower can get the job done. 
Costs for a cordless electric blower vary depending on power 
and battery quality, but you can purchase a dependable model 

for about $150 and up. 
    If you’re looking to electri-
fy your lawn-care equipment, 
be sure to do your homework. 
Search online for the latest re-
views and check trusted websites 
like ConsumerReports.org. With 
a little research, you’ll be well 
on your way to Lawn of the 
Month—with less maintenance, 
hassle, and noise (and your 
neighbors will thank you!). 

PPCS is looking for delegates to 
the Dairyland Power Cooperative 
Annual Meeting on June 3, 2020, 
in La Crosse. If you receive electric 
service from PPCS and are interested, 
complete the form at right and return 
it by 12 p.m. on Friday, March 2 .  
Delegates will be drawn during the 
re-organizational meeting of the board 
of directors immediately following 
PPCS’ annual meeting on March 28.
 For more information, please con
tact the cooperative offi ce at 
15 2 3 4355, 00 24 2133 or 

info@piercepepin.coop.

REPRESENT YOUR COOPERATIVE AT DAIRYLAND’S ANNUAL MEETING

Dairyland Power Cooperative Annual Meeting
Cooperative Delegate

June 3, 2020

Name

Address

Account No. Phone No. E-mail

Return form to: Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services Deadline:   March 27, 2020
 Attn:  DPC Delegates
 P.O. Box 420
 Ellsworth WI 54011-0420
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W7725 U.S. Highway 10, P.O. Box 420
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Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
ffi ce o rs: Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

ower ta es and mer encies: 00 92 0
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Nate Boettcher, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass
District 3 ..............Brian Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph Bacon
District 5 ..............Ann Young
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary/treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman
District 8 ..............Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
District 9 ..............Daniel Reis

Amy Engedal was presented the Live Better 
Community Service Award by Jay Nesseth, 
PPCS member relations manager, for her 

volunteer work with St. Croix Valley SART.

Tami MacGregor, interim CVSO (left) accepted a check for $1,500 on behalf of Pierce County Veteran Services from Charity Lubich, PPCS interim vice president member relations.
A check for $1,500 was presented to Kim 

Johnson, Basics for Local Kids, Inc. by Brent 

Metcalf, PPCS chief fi nancial offi cer.

Community Corner

A check for $1,500 was presented to Kim 

Metcalf, PPCS chief fi nancial offi cer.

Free Clinic of 
Pierce and St. 
Croix Counties also 
received $1,500 for 
program support (no 
photo available).

Foundation for 
Rural Housing, Inc., 
received $719 for 
utility assistance for 
Pierce and Pepin 
counties through 
the Federated Youth 
Foundation (no 
photo available).

Shelly Woods Smith, ONP program coordinator, accepted a $1,500 check from PPCS members through the Operation Round Up program.

Shelly Woods Smith, ONP program 

Thank you, members, for your 
support of these programs!
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