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Roger Wi� ,
Board Chairman

PPCS IS CONNECTED THROUGH 
MORE THAN POWER LINES

Every March, PPCS members have the 
opportunity to help shape the direction of 
the cooperative. On behalf of the board 
of directors, I want to invite you to the 
upcoming Annual Meeting of Pierce 
Pepin Cooperative Services, which will 

be held at the Ellsworth High School on Saturday, March 23.
 Make plans to join us. Registration starts at 9 a.m., with 
the business-only meeting starting at 10 a.m. and normally 
adjourning prior to noon. Coffee and donuts will be available 
prior to the meeting, so stop in a little early and visit with your 
cooperative directors, employees, and neighbors. 
 2018 was another successful year for our cooperative. Our 
goals of maintaining a safe and reliable distribution system 
and fi nancial stability were met. Our employees completed 
their work safely. We were able to return over $800,000 to 
current and former members through the retirement of capital 
credits. We also continued our commitment to our commu-
nities through Operation Roundup® and Federated Youth 
Foundation grants. We supported youth education through the 
Youth Leadership Congress and scholarship programs and 
provided information to the public on electric safety. Focus 
on Energy, Energy Sense, as well as other effi ciency programs 
continued to provide value to our members.  
 The cooperative’s 2018 Annual Report will be arriving in 
your mailbox any day. I encourage you to review the infor-

mation. Included with the annual report is information on the 
director candidates running for the board in districts 1, 2, 3, 
and 5 and a mail-in ballot. Take the time to read about the can-
didates and take the time to vote. As a reminder, you can vote 
for one candidate in each district.    
 This year, in addition to presenting the fi nancial report, re-
porting on activities, and conducting the election of directors, 
we have proposed several bylaw amendments. These propos-
als represent a continuing effort to best position the coopera-
tive to meet our members’ needs today and into the future.
 The proposed article and bylaw amendments are focused 
on two main areas: The fi rst deals with the term of appointed 
directors and the second with membership provisions. Most 
of you are aware that Lonnie Feuerhelm passed away on July 
11, 2018, leaving a vacancy on the board. In accordance with 
current bylaws, a director vacancy shall be fi lled by the board 
appointing a qualifi ed member from that district, who then 
must re-run at the next annual meeting. Because of the current 
language, the director in this case will have to potentially run 
three consecutive years. The proposed amendment provides 
for the appointed director to fulfi ll the remaining term provid-
ed it is not more than two years.
 The proposed amendments regarding membership provi-
sions clarify that cooperative joint memberships can only be 
held as a “joint membership with right of survivorship.” This 
assists with what happens to both the account and capital 
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Spring is nearly here! Now is the 
perfect time to test your A/C and ensure 
it’s ready for summer. Remember to check 
the evaporator coil, which should be 
cleaned annually for optimal e�ciency.
Source: energy.gov

Watch your mail for an envelope with the words “Voting Ballot Enclosed” 
printed on the front that will arrive in early March. Inside you will find the 2018 
Annual Report, information about the director candidates for districts 1, 2, 3, and 
5, and a mail-in ballot. 

One of the advantages of co-op membership is democratic member control. 
You have a voice in the way your electric cooperative business is run, and you 
can exercise that right by voting for those who you think will best represent you 
on the board of directors.

You can vote by mail or attend the annual 
meeting where you have an opportunity to meet the 
candidates and then cast your vote. Either way, use 
your voice and vote!

The results of the election will be announced on 
annual meeting day after the voting has taken place.

2019 Director Candidates
District 1 Director Candidates
Pepin County; Town of Maxville in Buffalo County Gerald R. Drier
District 2
Towns of Hartland, Maiden Rock and Edward L. Hass
Isabelle in Pierce County 
District 3
Towns of Diamond Bluff and Trenton in Pierce County Brian S. Berg
District 5
Town of Ellsworth in Pierce County Ann L. Young

Michael P. Fronmueller

credits in instances of divorce or sep-
aration. Other proposed amendments 
included are language revisions referring 
to marriages and husbands and wives 
to match current law. These proposed 
amendments were reviewed by our coop-
erative attorney and the board is recom-
mending adoption by the membership.

In closing, if you have not attended 
the annual meeting in the past, or if it has 
been a few years, we urge you to take 
the time to attend with your fellow co-op 
members. Pierce Pepin is connected to 
you by more than just powerlines. We are 
your neighbors, and we look forward to 
seeing you at your annual meeting. And 
don’t forget, all meeting attendees receive 
a coupon for a free chicken dinner at the 
Ellsworth Fire Department’s fundraiser.

ANNUAL MEETING VOTING

Maintaining our electric distribution system is the most 
important—and a costly—component of providing safe, 
reliable electric service. Distribution system improvements, 
upgrades, and maintenance plans for 2019 are consistent 
with our Power Delivery Plan, satisfy code requirements, and 
support our reliability performance objectives. 

Construction projects
 Ella Substation – County Road SS Project: Replacement 
of one mile of three-phase line with 336 ACSR overhead 
starting at Elk Creek Road in Pepin County, Frankfort 
Township, heading west to the junction of Pierce County UU 
in Maiden Rock Township. This original line is being replaced 
due to age and condition.
 Lund Substation – County Road SS Project: Replacement 
of 4.5 miles of overhead three-phase line starting at the Lund 
Substation at the junction of CR-CC and CR-SS heading east 
partially along road right-of-way and private property. This 
project is the remainder of an 8.5-mile replacement project 
between our Lund and Ella substations. This project is also 
due to age and condition. These projects are used to serve our 
members in this area and also used to serve the members in 
event either substation is taken off line.

Vegetation management program
During 2019, trees and brush will be cleared from within 

40 feet of 135 miles of power lines (20 feet on each side) in 
the towns of Trenton/Diamond Bluff, Hartland, and Isabelle. 
In addition, re-sprouting trees and brush in the towns of 
Trimbelle, Rush River, River Falls, Kinnickinnic, and Martell 
will be treated with a safe, environmentally friendly herbicide.

2019 LINE IMPROVEMENT AND RELIABILITY PROJECTS
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In 1986, I attended the Youth Lead-
ership Congress at UW-River Falls. 
I was sponsored by Barron Electric 
Cooperative. While I was there, I ran 
for and was elected to the Youth Board 
and served my term from 1986–1987. 
As members of the Youth Board, we 
were expected to contribute answers 
to a thought-provoking question each 
month, and the responses were printed 
in the REC newspaper. I remember 
gathering with my other Youth Board 

members to plan the next year’s Youth Leadership Congress. 
We hosted the 1987 Youth Leadership Congress back at the 
UWRF campus. We had planned a movie night, a dance, and 
team-building games.  
 I was nervous to lead our district meetings where we talked 
about cooperatives. I was a quiet, shy girl at that time and very 
unsure of myself. I still wonder how I found the courage to 
attend the congress, much less run for a Youth Board position. 
But I did it and have fond memories of that time. Visiting the 
UWRF campus also led me to choose to attend college there. 
Although there were seven of us on the board, Jodi from 
Pierce Pepin Electric was one that I remember the most.
 Going forward to present…I recently went on vacation to 
South Padre Island, Texas. On the fl ight there, I was chatting 
with the passenger next to me on the plane. He had lived in 
the same town as I currently reside, and I recognized his last 
name. I asked if he knew a woman named Jodi, with his same 
last name. Sure enough, it was his niece. I explained that 
we had been on a youth board together and attended a lead-
ership congress sponsored by the electric cooperatives. He 
suggested I look her up on my vacation as she owns a shop 
in Port Isabel, Texas, with her mom and sister. During my 
vacation, I stopped with my family at her shop, ArtSea Gallery 
and Goods. When we walked in, she was talking to another 
customer about her hometown back in Wisconsin. We told her 

we were from that town, too! I asked if she had attended the 
Youth Leadership Congress back in high school. When she 
responded that she had, I introduced myself to her and told her 
how we found her shop! She remembered being part of the 
Youth Board and remembered me as well. My husband, who 
was also with me, had graduated high school a year ahead 
of her and she remembered him from high school too. It was 
amazing how a connection from 30 years ago can result from 
a conversation with a stranger on a plane.    
 Now I work at Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services and 
attend the Youth Leadership Congress as a chaperone. A lot 
has changed, but some things have not. The youth are still 
learning about the cooperative principles, conducting district 
meetings, learning to work together through team-building 
games, and having a dance. Now the students have more 
technology, have great guest speakers, and attend an etiquette 
dinner. I see the attendees connecting with students from other 
areas and I see the shy kids becoming part of a team. The 
Youth Board elected in one summer still plans and hosts the 
Youth Leadership Congress (YLC) for the following summer.  
The Youth Board now has an opportunity to attend the Youth 
Tour in Washington, D.C., and learn about cooperatives and 
our government. The YLC is a great place for all students to 
learn, lead, and make new friends.

Charity Lubich, 
Executive Assistant/

HR Administrator

YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONGRESS:  
MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE SPANS YEARS AND MILES

PPCS is looking for delegates to the Dairy-
land Power Cooperative Annual Meeting on 
June 5, 2019, in La Crosse. If you receive 
electric service from PPCS and are interested, 
complete the form at right and return it by 12 
p.m. on Friday, March 22. Delegates will be 
drawn during the re-organizational meeting of 
the board of directors immediately following 
PPCS’ annual meeting on March 23.
 For more information, please contact the 
cooperative offi ce at 715-273-4355, 800-924-
2133 or info@piercepepin.coop.

Charity Johnson Lubich (far right) with the 1986-87 youth board.

REPRESENT YOUR COOPERATIVE AT DAIRYLAND’S ANNUAL MEETING
Dairyland Power Cooperative Annual Meeting

Cooperative Delegate
June 5, 2019

Name

Address

Account No. Phone No. E-mail address

Return form to: Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services                                  Deadline:  March 22, 2019
 Attn:  DPC Delegates
 PO Box 420
 Ellsworth WI 54011-0420

Name

Address

Account No. Phone No. E-mail address

Return form to: Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services                                  Deadline:  March 22, 2019
 Attn:  DPC Delegates

Account No. Phone No. E-mail addressAccount No. Phone No. E-mail address
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W7725 U.S. Highway 10, P.O. Box 420
Ellsworth, WI 54011-0420

715-273-4355 • 800-924-2133
info@piercepepin.coop • www.piercepepin.coop

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
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Power Outages and Emergencies: 800-927-5705
Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News18

Larry Dokkestul, President & CEO 
Board of Directors
District 1 ..............Gerald Drier
District 2 ..............Edward Hass
District 3 ..............Brian Berg
District 4 ..............Joseph Bacon
District 5 ..............Michael Fronmueller
District 6 ..............Ginny Huber, secretary-treasurer
District 7 ..............Roger Wiff, chairman
District 8 ..............Brian Bergseng, vice chairman
District 9 ..............Daniel Reis

Jay Nesseth,  Member 
Relations Manager

JAY TALKING…
Three easy DIY projects 
to save energy
Winter weather can have a big 
impact on your energy bills, hitting 
your pockets a little harder than you 
would have liked. Now that spring 

is just around the corner, it’s the perfect time to tackle a few 
DIY effi ciency projects for your home. The good news: You 
don’t have to be an energy expert to do this!
 There are several easy ways to save energy, but if you’re 
willing to take a hands-on approach, here are three projects 
you can do now to start saving.

Make the Most of Your Water Heater
 Let’s start with one of the easiest projects: insulating your 
water heater. Insulating a water heater that’s warm to the touch 
can save 7 to 16 percent annually on your water heating bills. 
It should also be noted that if your water heater is new, it is 
likely already insulated. But if your water heater is warm to the 
touch, it needs additional insulation.
 You can purchase a pre-cut jacket or blanket for about $20. 
You’ll also need two people for this project. Before you start, 
turn off the water heater. Wrap the blanket around the water 
heater and tape it to temporarily keep it in place. If necessary, 
use a marker to note the areas where the controls are so you 
can cut them out. Once the blanket is positioned correctly, tape 
it permanently in place, then turn the water heater back on. 
If you have an electric water heater, do not set the thermostat 
above 130 degrees, which can cause overheating. 

Seal Air Leaks with Caulk
 The average American family spends $2,000 annually on 
energy bills, but unfortunately, much of that money is wasted 
through air leaks in the home. Applying caulk around windows, 
doors, electrical wiring, and plumbing can save energy and 
money. There are many different types of caulking compounds 
available, but the most popular choice is silicone. Silicone 
caulk is waterproof, fl exible, and won’t shrink or crack. 

 Before applying new caulk, clean and remove any old 
caulk or paint with a putty knife, screwdriver, brush, or sol-
vent. The area should be dry before you apply the new caulk. 
Apply the caulk in one continuous stream, and make sure it 
sticks to both sides of the crack or seam. Afterwards, use a 
putty knife to smooth out the caulk, then wipe the surface with 
a dry cloth. 

Weather Strip Exterior Doors
 One of the best ways to seal air leaks is to weather strip 
exterior doors, which can keep out drafts and help you control 
energy costs. Weather stripping materials vary, but you can 
ask your local hardware or home store for assistance if you’re 
unsure about the supplies you need. 
 When choosing weather stripping materials, make sure it 
can withstand temperature changes, friction, and the general 
“wear and tear” for the location of the door. Keep in mind, you 
will need separate materials for the door sweep (at the bottom 
of the door) and the top and sides. 
 Before applying the new weather stripping, clean the 
moulding with water and soap, then let the area dry completely. 
Measure each side of the door, then cut the weather stripping 
to fi t each section. Make sure the weather stripping fi ts snugly 
against both surfaces so it compresses when the door is closed. 
 By completing these simple effi ciency projects, you can 
save energy (and money!) while increasing the comfort level 
of your home. And you can impress your family and friends 
with your savvy energy-saving skills.

In Memoriam
Donald A. Lamberg 

September 4, 1932 – January 30, 2019

A veteran of the Korean War, Don worked 
as a lineman for Pierce Pepin Electric 
Cooperative for 32 years.  “Don was a 
devoted lineman,” said Brad Ristow, vice 
president, electric operations.  “As a new 
lineman, I enjoyed working with him.”  We 
are grateful for Don’s service to our coop-
erative, our community and our country.
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